
Virtual Learning Environments 
(VLEs) are online environments 
that can either replicate a real 
place — such as a classroom, 
lecture hall or laboratory — or 
a place no-one would be able to 
visit, like the surface of the sun, 
Easter Island five hundred years 
ago, or the interior of a human 
cell. All you need to access a VLE 
is a computer and an internet 
connection.

• VLEs are highly effective at 
stimulating active engagement 
with the subject, resulting in a 
proven increase in the retention 
of taught material.
  

Modules that already exist:
Information and Computer 

Technology
Biology

Chemistry
Communications

Economics 
Environmental Science 

Humanities 
Sciences

Virtual 
Learning 
Environments

• They are accessible any time 
of the day and night, regardless 
of the students’ or professors’ 
geographical location.  

• They are infinitely 
customizable: there is no limit to 
what can be created in a virtual 
environment.  

• They can be used either alone, 
as an asynchronous assignment, 
or in a taught group, allowing 
students, TAs or professors to 
interact with one another as 
naturally as they do in real life.

We have already developed 
modules in:

• Information and Computer 
  Technology
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Communications
• Economics 
• Environmental Science 
• General Education in the 
   Humanities and Sciences

Interested in innovative 
teaching methods?

Want increased enrollment 
on your courses?

Looking for ways to make 
learning more engaging 

and effective?

“As an educator, VLEs 
are fantastic. I’m in the 
environment with the 

students, our TAs are in there, 
interacting… We can do it 

when it’s convenient for the 
students, when it’s convenient 

for us.”

Dr William Landing
Florida State University



Students create an avatar, 
and log on to the VLE. They 
follow on-screen instructions to 
complete their assignments. 

Depending on the structure of 
the course, they can either work 
in their own time, or participate 
in “lab sessions” where they 
interact with other students, 
professors or TAs. 

Teaching and learning activities, 
assignments, and synchronous 
or asynchronous exercises are 
available 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year.

There is always someone on 
hand to help with technical 
queries.

Students can talk in real time 
to anyone in the environment, 
explore environments and 
participate in experiences that 
they would.

We are able to incorporate 
existing learning materials into a 
VLE so you can create your own 
personalized course. 

These materials can include 
textbooks and supplements, 
datasets, videos, and anything 
you desire to make content 
more interesting for your 
students.

To talk to us about your ideas, or 
find out how VLEs can enhance 
your teaching, contact your local 
Pearson consultant.

“They just love it, they embrace 
it... They want to come back and 
do the labs over and over again... 

I don’t feel we are limited by 
anything but our imagination in a 

virtual environment.” 

Michele Yeargain
University of Central Florida

For more information 
please contact your local 

Pearson consultant at
www.pearson.com
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How do our 
VLEs work?


